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STATE SCIENCE FAIR SLATED
FOP. APRIL 7-3 AT UM

MISSOULA-The 17th annual Montana Science Fair will be held in the Men*s Gymnasium at the
University of Montana, Missoula, April 7-8, 1972.
Dr. Reuben A. Diettert, a UM professor of botany and director of the fair, said the
top two entries will be allowed to participate in the International Science and Engineering
Fair, which will be held in New Orleans, La., Anril 30-May 5, 1972.
Entries for the Montana Science Fair are chosen several weeks in advance at regional
science fairs held throughout the state.
UM has been the site of the state fair since the program was initiated in March 1956.
Similar fairs affiliated with the International Fair were conductedin Butte and

Billings,

but were discontinued in 1968 and 1969, respectively.
Montana
"Participation in the/Science Fair program throughout its 16-year history has been
highly successful,"

Dr. Diettert.said.

'A total of nearly 4,000 entries in the state comnetition during that period
represents less than 10 per cent of the number that participated in local and district
fairs," he added.
Funding for the Montana Science Fair is through the courtesy of the Exchange Club
of Missoula, which began sponsoring the program as one of its youth projects in 1960.
Prizes for the two grand winners include an all-expense paid trip to the International
Fair, plus $50 each to spend on the trip as they choose.

Dr. Diettert makes all the.arrange

ments for the trip and accompanies the winners to the national comnetition.
more
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In addition, the Exchange Club of Missoula awards a $500 scholarship in connection
with the fair.

The award is presented to a Montana high school senior

who will attend

UM.
Dr. Diettert is also a member of the 21-man council that considers the policies and
procedures followed at the International Fair.

It is his fourth three-year term on the

council.
Dr. Diettert received a Bachelor of Arts degree from DePauw University, Greencastle,
Ind., in 1925 and Master of Science degree from Michigan State University, East Lansing,
in 1927.

He received his Ph.D from the State University of Iowa, Iowa City, in 1937.
about the Science Fair
Anyone desiring more information/may contact Dr. Diettert, at the Department of

Botany, University of Montana, Missoula, 59801 or by phoning 243-2512.
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